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Welcome to Your Camera
A NOTE FROM DEBBIE PHOTOS
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At Debbie Photos, I believe photography becomes less intimidating when the tools feel
familiar. This guide was designed to help you look at your camera with confidence, not
confusion.

Expert Note
Do not try to memorize every button in one sitting. Start with the controls you use most: the
shutter button, mode dial, ISO, focus point selector, and playback. Confidence comes from
practice, not perfection.

Your goal in this guide
Learn what the main buttons do, when to use them, and how to make
simple choices that improve your photos right away.
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YOUR CAMERA CONFIDENCE ROADMAP
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Camera Overview
THE BODY AT A GLANCE
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Most cameras arrange controls in similar places. Your model may look different, but the
main ideas stay the same.
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Top Controls
THE BUTTONS YOU WILL USE FIRST
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1 Mode Dial
Chooses how much control you want.
Start with Aperture Priority or Shutter
Priority before moving to Manual.

2 Shutter Button
Half-press to focus. Full press to take
the photo.

3 Command Dial
Changes settings quickly, such as
aperture, shutter speed, or menu
choices.

4 ISO Button
Controls light sensitivity. Lower ISO is
cleaner. Higher ISO helps in darker
light.

Beginner Tip Start in Aperture Priority when you want to learn faster
without feeling overwhelmed.
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Back Controls
FOCUS, REVIEW, AND ADJUST
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Menu Button
Opens the full settings menu.

Playback
Lets you review photos on the screen.

Exposure Compensation
Makes photos brighter or darker.

Focus Point
Chooses exactly where the camera
focuses.

Focus Tip For portraits, place the focus point on the eye closest to the camera.
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Quick-Start Cheat Sheet
SIMPLE STARTING POINTS
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Everyday Photos
Mode: Aperture Priority
Aperture: f/4 to f/5.6
ISO: Auto or 400
Focus: Single autofocus

Portraits
Mode: Aperture Priority
Aperture: f/1.8 to f/4
Focus: Place the focus point on the eye

Sports
Mode: Shutter Priority
Shutter Speed: 1/500 or faster
Focus: Continuous autofocus
Drive Mode: Burst

Landscapes
Mode: Aperture Priority
Aperture: f/8 to f/11
ISO: 100
Drive Mode: Single shot or self-timer

Remember
Half-press to focus.

Use playback to check sharpness.

Use exposure compensation to brighten or darken a photo.
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Beginner Checklist
BEFORE YOU START SHOOTING
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� Battery is charged

� Memory card is inserted

� Lens is clean

� Mode dial is set

� ISO is reasonable

� Focus mode matches the subject

� Drive mode is correct

� White balance looks natural

� Exposure looks right

� Focus point is where you want it

� Test photo reviewed

� Extra battery and card packed

Debbie Photos Reminder
A quick test photo can save an entire session. Check focus, exposure, and
background before the moment is gone.
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Final Tips
HOW TO BUILD CAMERA CONFIDENCE
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01 Learn one control at a time
Choose one button, practice with it, and notice what changes.

02 Use your playback screen wisely
Zoom in to check sharpness, but do not delete too quickly.

03 Watch the light
Good light makes every camera easier to use.

04 Practice with intention
Take test photos of the same scene while changing one setting at a time.

05 Keep your camera close
The more often you pick it up, the faster the buttons become familiar.

Your next photo does not need to be perfect.
It only needs to teach you something. That is how every photographer grows.
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Feel More Confident
With Your Camera

This beginner-friendly guide helps you understand the most important buttons, dials, and
settings on a DSLR camera, so you can stop guessing and start shooting with confidence.

Inside, you learned:

What the main camera buttons do

How to choose the right shooting mode

When to change ISO, aperture, and shutter speed

How to focus with more confidence
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Visit DebbiePhotos.com for more beginner-friendly photography guides.
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